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uncle survived only a few months, leaving nearly two hun-
dred thousand pounds sterling to different public charities^

Upon Henry's return to England, after the above failjrSfc
in the Irish scheme, my father, through the interest of the
Earl of Egmont, procured him a situation of two hundred
and fifty pounds per annum, in the Victualling office,
but such an income as that proved very inadequate to the
style of living Henry had engaged in. He had connected
himself with many of the gay adventurers of London, men
who lived by their wits; that is nobody knew how, though
some of them kept carriages, race horses, and establish-
ments of the most expensive kind. Amongst the most
conspicuous of these gentry was Major Walter Nugent, of
His Majesty's Corps of Marines, whose fate it had been to
fight several duels, although there never existed a milder
or better tempered person than he was. Henry's other chief
companions were, Tethrington, the notorious Dick England,
Gilly Mahon, Swords, Wall, and many more of the same
description; with all of whom I, as a fine forward youth,
was in high favour, and many a bumper of champagne and
claret have I drank in the society of this set, at taverns
and brothels, accompanied by the most lovely women of
the Metropolis, and this before I had completed my four-
teenth year.

After such an account of the males of the party, I
scarcely need add that their resources arose from gambling,
but it is no more than common justice to say, all, and
each of them invariably discouraged me by every means
and every argument in their power from ever playing,
and whenever they were about to commence hazard I was
always sent away. The consequence was, and has been
through life, that I have never felt the least inclination to
gamble, and have at least escaped the evils attending that
vice. Would it were in my power to say the same of many
other vices, especially those of women and wine, but truth
will not admit of it; in those two excesses I have too freely
indulged.

My brother Henry's follies cost him many a painful.